Wishes Night (1999)
for Chorus

for Robert Geary and the San Francisco Chamber Singers

Accidentals apply only to immediate pitches, excepting tied or repeated notes.
All notes without noteheads are unvoiced.

Normal (English) words are notated in the Palatino font. Purely vocal sounds are notated
in a phonetic font using the symbols as shown in the pronunciation guide below.

Phonetic symbol as in English as in French as in German
a father fable Vater
0 low gros )
k cup qui Kunst
n not nuit nicht
0 ring -- danke
S sad sur Fenster
i) shoe chou Schar
t two tout Takt

duration: 5 - 6 minutes




Wishes Night

The lumps and chunks and crumbs of them / the pith and mass, unsure they come the day
undone to thaw the frost of day the fire hole a flush of heat a golden glow / the rams and
boars and paramours /the peeping Toms and full plum sons all mill about to thaw themselves
at night

bubble, trouble, trap of the hold tensely seeking relief of the cold

A break, the seam undone, they crave, grazing the surface for, a heat to hold against the numb
and loneliness / a whisper and parts divide, swigging the eyes drink in a hope of coupling

thick with thirst, not at rest, bubble about to burst
seethe, to seethe against, breathe, breathe with and drink again / the giving in, to hope, to
heed the thaw and ache / to urge and blend, bodies and earth body / the whole sky of desire

break into or broken against / smashed and shapes change

The gurgle and gaggle and purl of the river / softly flowing by open palms / the song that
sings one sings on

- Denise Newman
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