Open the Book of What Happened (2005)
for mixed chorus (SSAATTBB)

Everything in the world has a spirit released by its sound.
- John Cage

: with fleeting energy
|l: resigned / sprightly 7 very deliberate / resigned
Ill: lightly hovering

Accidentals apply only to immediate pitches, except for tied notes or notes that are immediately re-
peated.

All notes without noteheads are unvoiced.
Normal (English) words are notated in the Gill Sans font. Purely vocal sounds are notated in

a phonetic font using the following symbols. Below is a pronunciation guide for the symbols
used in the piece:

symbol as in symbol as in
i seed D sing
I slid ] you
€ sled 1 law
lamb r raw
a palm t to
o float p pat
u boot b bat
er pail d do
al pile k car
JI toy f four
3 bird v five
A mud s six
m mow I mission
n no z zero

duration: 12 — 13 minutes



Open the Book of What Happened (2005)

for Robert Ceary & Volti

.
Carolyn Forché Mark Winges

with fleeting energy, 2> =108 - 112
rp

—3—/] r—3—

r ()
P’ A ] I 1 I
Soprano |58 g \re edse s e e
\Q_)V O / & % | | / & ! | / % | — /7 é L
of dawn light e-qua-tion a par-ti- ta of
) re —3— r—3—
A3 - b 5 N —— ——— N
Soprano (o8 </ d o ' 7 7N I —— /<
5 %‘L‘_‘i#‘_‘_ﬂﬁﬁ
D) =
of dawn - light e-qua-tion a par-ti- ta of
9 rp —3—/ —3—
Alto |Hes—82—7 va K K ] i —2 == < ;::m
Y ) ) =i o o / _'5 I 7
¢ < [ —F be [ #he # o Shehe
crack | dawn | - light bro| - ken_ a par-ti-ta of
o) PP —3—/] r—3—
A3
Alto |Hfey—8—7 7 N — | _.5 — o ;::iﬁ:‘&
VO B B .| | /
¢ .- #*L_jn# e She s bo whobe
crack dawn - light bro - ken a par-ti-ta of
f) | | ,_3_| 3
= = _
Tenor |72 - | | =
() i - o9 &~ </ dﬁjﬁg:
) — = ' Y
of dawn |- lighta | apar-ti-ta a coin_
A rpe —3— 3
2 % % e e —
Tenor |Hfes = 59 e o o < bjﬁjﬁﬁ
<Y —¥¢ - 7 ;
) L = r
of dawn - lighta apar-ti-ta a coin_
rp
Bass V8 Moo DI D * |EEy Ny |7 v N N7
~——]— ' ' ' '
a brit tle | dawn light t k t of
rp
Bass | e e+ e - e v — = =
e T = " N T v NG N7
§ o _ ] ] ] ]
a brit tle dawn - light t k t of



Open the Book of What Happened

_ — m
6 p mp ——P P
7 () 2 3
A e et T ST
[ an WD & T Ty U V) &) 1) | SN VA VA
NV hed /Iy Y /7 ¥y ¥y | N, ! . |
> f f — ] x
. . . 3
moon lightonthe shat |tered place_| o-pen-ing o-pen-ing o-pen 0__
3 mp —P 3
9 — : — I
y a ] P T I I 7 v G L — i ' |
(O e ooy lpiiy, i 17 e o et r P She o ,
) —- —F— = ——
moon lightonthe shat tered place o-pen-ing o-pen-ing o-pen-ing an-oth - er
—  m
3 \ . NI 3 3 3
NN N T N e B |
w o a7
~ i i — (T T "
moon lightonthe shat [tered place_{ o-pen-ingo-pen-ing AN -|oth - er o-pen-ingo-pen-ing
<m
0 3 o N 3 3 3
IIL I | 1 %-744' % m h:]:]ﬁ- ﬁ‘#\) % L7 I | ] ] f %7 f ] I;% I |
L 4 ’ L 4 ’ L 4 ’v %L
% Vi v L i ~— oo f i —Hol
moon lightonthe shat tered place o-pen-ingo-pen-ing an - oth - er o-pen-ingo-pen-ing
—p mf ———— mp
0 P e - .
= e el e
#- - < -49 il I I
1y VA VA </ | | |
ANV A Wi / ! ! !
5) I 14
a  door
—p mf mp
n ° T~ ™.
= fto— @ P
#. r J < < < 1 I [
1y VA / </ | | |
ANV A 1/ / ! ! !
5) I |4
a  door
Sy he— — N ——
D e ——— | A o N 1] | ™ & - -
moon - light place_[
—— |mp —
ye— A - -
1 o /oo | &
N\
moon - light place




Open the Book of What Happened

c @ © c « @ ﬁmy © ﬁuy « (N @ LI
TN N RN 9 UnN URN ot 1ot
[V}
£
o 5
o o
A\uy N 0o AT .m AT
. &
- I ~ j .
g x T | L YRRA Aol 8 fmJ N fmJ EN
i ) ©
- [ jan}
=n ¢ »IH o
l| : : :
| | .m i o LAY NN
m = A
™«
A m. L L 1 I
N N L 1D Il o
[ | o Q| am] | | |} | | |
o o
13 Me g
| e ™ ol o T 7 /
= | =
Ll o c »lL c
| . e 8
Ix: .n.v. | | [e] | 1B i} o
' L Y=
AN S 1 o " i
A © o ll..G ¢
N <
Ty [ |
g s g
c
«
AN [ TN 9| [ YR \.Pllv
= 6 &
c c
1% 0
A N | Ml o ol o - v 7
= s 8 v = | !
g 5 -5 fis|| s
®a H" o 1&TT o i o
S S | S il IS w w
N th A ..rllx .m p.mJ A ..rll .m
N At
G5 G
. N Ne b NJe» NEJe» N N
\
v v < < [ - o o

door



Open the Book of What Happened

— —_— _ subito
15 p s mf s
) E P — b == re
— . I/ o O [>)] | I+ T T
Ww L o 13 e lhe o o
. | Q| 1/ (@] | | | — | [m Lt Ve =
V ! . |7 e | | AU | | o O 1 | 4 O - | — | | | |
mom ent____ of |blue-smoke a new world__ en |- ti-re-lyother_ a no-long-er { be-yond a
subito
S —_— —_—
———r—p s mf PP
/) ' _\Z[? rb —T
#- be- F—QF ! L 1 il T
Ve ral . I I 1/ [e] | N I S & o o |7
V — -/ e | | \ M| | 1 | 4 O - | — | bt e et
ry) —— 4 — [ 3 E
mom ent____ of blue-smoke a new world, en - ti-re-lyoth er_ a no-long-er - be-yond a
subito
< —_—
P — S 3 mf Pp
0 = = e e B —— =
b 4 | N I W s | | | I I 1 I/ M- | | — T 1 | — |
o » 20 20| o o 1bee 0o’ Be e dd B .0 1. oo
N—a—7 bl bl Ol®- ¥ 1O —~ o ko
o) u | 14 L g "
mom ent____ of |blue-smoke a new world _ en |- ti-re-lyother_ a no-long-er { be-yond a
subito
S —_— _—
N 3
#;:Fﬁ’ f i — I f I /B I e B ——
I I I I I I ! I T 1T 1 I 1 | I 1 |
[ fan & o 0 0 O & & r A V| o & & | | | I | |
Yy @O0 & 601 6 & [j07e @ @ ® o o o e o
DY) T m— o —0 o0 DO L 4 J—
mom ent____ of blue-smoke a new world, en - ti-re-lyoth er_ a no-long-er - be-yond a
o~
9 * e W'—%\
R A i i i O f < - -
[ fan 1 I I | | VA | | Y R\ |- | <]
\;s_jl ']/ J— [ | O | L T U (o] 7
3
mom ent____ of |blue-smoke a new world__  en |- ti-re-lyoth er__
———— /] —_—
,Q i — i ——. = = -
[ fan 1 1) ] | | VA | | | ) (@] | </
NV 74— | 1 | | 0 _JY “—| I % I'/ O N S— ? /
¥ R
mom ent____ of blue-smoke a new world, en - ti-re-lyoth er__
- oo o ps d — =
D 1 | I D N %l- : ﬂ?- P s S I/ | | | — g Q
il Y bl = & J o o | X oo 0 4 < [ e) - -
4 L4  I— AL | | = [ @ N e = (] F v LAl o)
- ) L 0 . | % O | D) O nm ~ 7 1O
— N 4
mom ent____ of |blue-smoke a new worldl _ en |- ti-re-lyoth er_
i O ps S =
9- - ﬁ'F' - Z.F#p o 5 % N — g )
= o ° J o @ = o0 o < led - -
L4 | A6 | I = [T = (@] F v Y 1Q
b L O N S % O | D) O m~ "7 10O
N — N 4
mom ent____ of blue-smoke a new world, en - ti-re-lyoth er__






